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Cold Roads

Joe Parrino

Save the ship. Save the company.

The words pulsed through Luveran Llir’s mind, repeating over and over in a voice that was nearly his own. There was a cadence to them, a singsong quality.

He was a Brazen Claw, born of the mists and myths of Lost Talus, raised in the glorious image of the Gorgon. He was also a Techmarine, taken to Thrice Holy Mars and recast in the logic of the Omnissiah.

Llir stood in the Crypt, surrounded by the undead. His mechadendrites, extended and whirring, performed adjustments. He was lost in his work, lost in the phrases that slipped through his mind. To do otherwise, to pay attention to that which he worked on, was too difficult. His mind slipped. A noise caught his attention. A pained panic-breath. A mechanical growl. They were stirring.

The object he worked on shifted before him. It whispered a denial, an emphatic ‘No.’ To what it objected, Llir could not begin to guess.

Llir made quiet shushing sounds, soothing chants of binaric lingua-technis. A bad omen. The Castigatii were awakening without prompting. Castigatii. The word was enough to bring Llir’s truncated emotive functions back online and prompt a shudder response.

Castigatii. The word was High Gothic. The Brazen Claws rarely made use of the language, preferring their own Talusian dialects and linguaforms. But here it sufficed. It added distance between themselves and the broken, the punished. It kept the machines de-humanised, kept the Claws from connecting with the Space Marines the Castigatii had once been and away from the broken monsters they had become.

The Castigatii were murmuring, snippets of language, half seconds of war cries and gear-slipping growls. It sounded almost like a song. It sounded almost like they were chanting. ‘Save the ship. Save the company.’
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